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125 years of innovation in legal studies

A world of influence
Extending our global reach

N

o doubt about it, SUNY Buffalo Law alumni treasure their close ties to Western New
York. And many stay in the area upon graduation, forming the heart of the area’s legal
community.
But increasingly, Law School alumni, faculty and administrators are exerting an influence that
goes far beyond the local legal community. Indeed, even as SUNY Buffalo Law solidifies its standing as a school of national rank and reputation, it is increasingly making itself known on an international scale.

One reflection of
this trend is simply
the global reach of
Law School alumni.
The school’s Alumni
Office has identified
about 100 alums
working in 26 countries outside the United States, with the
largest concentrations
in Canada, Great
Britain, the Republic
of Korea and Germany. The Law Alumni Association board
has also taken steps to
establish an international alumni chapter.
Another factor is
the presence and work
of Dean Makau W.
Mutua. A native of
Kenya who became

SUNY Buffalo Law’s
permanent dean in
2008, Mutua has pursued an activist role in
international human
rights. In 2002-03,
while on sabbatical in
Kenya, Mutua was appointed chairman of
the Task Force on the
Establishment of a
Truth, Justice, and
Reconciliation Commission. He was also a
delegate to the National Constitutional
Conference, the forum that produced a
contested draft constitution for Kenya. Mutua has written widely
about subjects in international law, human rights and reli-
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Dean Makau W. Mutua, left, tours
the American Falls with Kenyan
Prime Minister Raila Odinga, the
first sitting head of state to
visit the University at Buffalo in
recent history.
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sity in Finland.
And beyond these
ways that Law School
students and faculty
reach into the wider
world, master of laws
programs targeted at
international students
bring legal professionals to Buffalo. A general LL.M. program
and another in criminal law enable lawyers
educated outside the
United States to pursue a particular research interest and
gain exposure to the
U.S. legal system. Students have come
from, to name a few,
Albania, Bolivia, China, Egypt, India,
Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Africa
and Turkey.

The Crown Princess of Thailand presents Professor David M. Engel
with an honorary doctor of laws degree from Chiangmai University.
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Selected for 2012 award for
outstanding contributions to
international education

F

ollowing a rigorous selection
process, the University at
Buffalo has chosen Professor
Isabel S. Marcus to receive the 2012
Award for Outstanding Contributions to International Education.
This award is conferred by UB’s
Council on International Studies
and Programs, a group of faculty
from a wide range of disciplines who
are involved in international activities at the University. In past years,
more than one recipient has been
Professor Isabel S.
chosen, but this year the Council set- Marcus
tled on Marcus as the sole winner.
The award will be presented at the
Council’s annual award luncheon
later this semester.

Students Jimmy Farrell, Jayme Feldman, Serra Aygun, Sarah Brancatella,
Jenny Rizzo and Jay O’Shea (upper) at the NEWBORN sign in Prishtina,
Kosovo, during a bridge course visit.
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